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Feast of Booths:  also known as the Feast of  
Tabernacles was celebrated in the fall. It got its 
name because people lived in outdoor shelters 
or booths to remember God’s  
faithfulness to Israel during the wilderness 
years (Lev. 23:42–43). It was also a time of  
celebration and thanksgiving for the harvest. 

 

The Jews: in John’s gospel always represent Jesus’ 
enemies, mainly the religious leaders who 
wanted to kill Jesus.  So naturally, Jesus was 
cautious of traveling to the high country of 
Judea and Jerusalem.  

More than a man 

How we see jesus 

“The law tells me how crooked I am.  Grace comes along 

and straightens me out.”  

Dwight L. Moody 
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Explore 
 

Explore vv. 1-9 

Here we see Jesus’ brother recommendation reveal a misunderstanding of His 
identity. Amazingly, those who had lived in the same house with Jesus for nearly 
30 years did not know who He was. 

• How did Jesus' brothers see Him (v. 5)?  What do you imagine their motive 
was in having Jesus openly, publicly prove himself (v. 4)?  Is it possible to be in 
close proximity to Jesus, to know Him as others do, and yet still be  
unbelieving and lost? 

 

• Jesus going to the festival came down to a matter of timing– for it was not the 
Father's time for him to go yet (v.6). Why was timing important to Jesus?  
What do you think Jesus meant by “your time is always at hand”?  

 

Explore vv. 10-17 

Jesus saying, “I am not going up to this feast” is not a mistake by John or a lie by 

Jesus, even though Jesus did eventually go up to the feast (v. 10). Jesus was aware 

of His brothers’ motives. They thought the feast would be a great time for Jesus 

to prove himself to the Jewish leaders and onlookers.   

• In the growing confusion of who Jesus was, John noted a couple of different 

reactions the people were having toward Jesus and His ministry.  What were 

the mixed reactions people were having and how were each of them  

problematic?   

•  The word “muttering” (v. 12) here means “quietly debating among  

themselves.” Why do you think they were hesitant to speak openly about  

Jesus? 



Reflect: 

 Compare John 7:7 with John 3:20  

• What does Jesus testify about the world?  What are the works of the world?  
How are the works of the world exposed?  
  

 

• Can you have the right view of Jesus and not confront your sin?  What does 
it mean to see Jesus as the Lord and Messiah?   

 
 

John 3:20 “For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.” 

 

6 

Encourage: 

• Do you hesitate in speaking openly about Jesus? What are some of the 
mixed reactions people have about Jesus? Is there a fear of what  others will 
think?  How do these verses encourage you to speak openly and clearly 
about Jesus? 

 

Exhort: 

• Do you struggle to know Christ the way the Bible talks about Him?  Are you  
familiar with who He is, but doubt if everything you read about Him is true?  
How important is it to you that you are completely clear on who Jesus is?   

Evaluate: 



Respond  

The Feast of Booths was a time dedicated to remembering and celebrating all 

that God provided.  Consider planning a fun evening with family and friends to 

celebrate God’s provision. 

• Share around the room something significant that God has blessed you with 

in the past year.   

• Go around the table and give a toast or cheers to God for a character  

attribute of His that meant a lot to you in the past year.   

 
More on the “Feast of Booths” 

 

Thoughts: 
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Temple:  The word temple here means the area  
surrounding the temple itself, including the 
Court of the Gentiles.  The temple was the 
means through which God dwelt with his people 

How we see jesus 

Jumping to conclusions 

desire and a willingness to surrender to the authority of God’s Word 

as interpreted by his Rabbi’s view of Scripture. Jesus lacked formal 

rabbinic training (as did his disciples, Acts 4:13) as they received their 

teaching directly from God.   

 

Studied: Formal rabbinic training was something 
young Jewish men truly longed for. As a result, a 
disciple came into a rabbinic relationship with a 

“Many have read and even studied the gospels and come away as  

unbelievers. The key is to tell the unbeliever, “As you read, tell God 

that if He will show you that Jesus is true, you will be 

willing to obey Him.”   

Steven J Cole 
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Explore 
 

Explore vv. 14-18 

Jesus did not intend to go to the feast with His brothers to make a grand  
entrance. But sometime in the midst of the feast, He went into the temple and 
began to teach and a crowd quickly gathered around Him. 

• Jesus did not draw on His divine knowledge, but chose to learn from the 
Word of God.  He grew in wisdom and stature just like us (Luke 2:52).  Since 
Jesus didn’t have “formal training,” (v. 15) how did He grow in His learning 
and understanding?  Where in scripture do we see Jesus studying/relying on 
the Word of God? 

 

• Why did Jesus want the crowd to focus on the Father's glory and not His 
own?  How are the will of God and the glory of God related?   

 

Explore vv. 19-24 

Jesus’ aim was to do the will of the Father and glorify Him.  Here He states that 

this is the test of a true teacher - that God’s glory is the true purpose of those 

who teach God’s truth. 

• The law was the glory of Israel that God had given to them on Mount Sinai.  

For no other nation had such a revelation of the mind and will of God. How 

did the Jews misunderstand the purpose of God's Word (v. 23; also see 5:38

-39) and what did it ultimately lead to (1:9-11)? 

 

• Jesus graciously points out the irony of the religious leaders wanting to kill 

him because a supposed law was broken when they were truly guilty of 

breaking the law (v. 19)! How does what Jesus said in verse 24 dovetail to 

His gospel message of grace?   



Reflect: 

 Compare John 7:24 with Samuel 16:7 

• What does it mean that He “looks on the heart” of a person? 

 
 

• Why do we have a tendency to elevate the external?  How can we practice 
right judgment?    

 
 

Samuel 16:7 “For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward  
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”   

 

Encourage: 

• Do you come away from your time with God knowing Him better? How do 

these verses remind you to slow down and think clearly? 

 

 
 Exhort: 

• Jesus reminds us that only God can accurately judge a person’s heart. What 

personal successes have you had that you will take into eternity?   

Evaluate: 

12 



Respond  
A lot of conclusions have been made about Jesus throughout the years and the 

point of John’s gospel is to clear up any misunderstanding of who Jesus is and 

His redemptive work of salvation.   

 

This week commit to doing a word search on “salvation”.  Write out the verses 

that stand out! 

Thoughts: 

13 

 

More on “Attributes of God”: 

Article: 

 

Book:  
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Hour:  “because his hour had not yet come” (v. 30).  
In John, Jesus’ “hour” is the time of his  
crucifixion when his saving work is completed 
(see 12:27-32). "No one laid a hand on him” 
tells us that Jesus was not subject to man’s 
power and that He did not die on the cross  
because He was helpless before his enemies.   

 

Dispersion: The Dispersion refers to Jewish people  
scattered throughout the world. Many Jews were exiled from their  
homeland in 722 and 586 B.C. Those taken to Babylon were later  
allowed to return home, but many stayed in Babylon and others 
moved west into Greece (ESV Global Study).   

Not to be Confused 

Believing the truth about jesus 

“Jesus is saying that the part of us that is never satisfied, the part of 

us that craves so much, becomes, when we receive this 
water, the part that is satisfied.”   

        R Kent Hughes 
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Explore 
 

Explore vv. 25-31 

Contrary to popular opinion, spiritual truth is not whatever a person prefers it to 
be. There are not many ways to God, so that you can just pick whatever works for 
you. Jesus was very exclusive when He said in John 14:6, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”  

• Jesus’ teaching is contrary to what people were accustomed to.  What is  
Jesus' message in verses 28-29?  How is His message exclusive and what was 
the response of the people?   

 

• Jesus was from Nazareth, had been around for some time and didn’t fit their 
ideas of how the Christ would come and from where He would come.  For 
those who believed (v. 31), how did faith and knowledge work together?  
What does this tell us about how people must answer the question, “Is Jesus 
the Christ”?   

 

Explore vv. 32-39 

As the feast culminated and the enthusiasm of the people rose, the priests would 

pour the symbolic water of God’s provision onto the alter.  It is here we see Jesus 

exclaim to the crowd an invitation of  

salvation and eternal satisfaction.   

• While there are many confused opinions out there about who Jesus is, we 

need to know the truth about Him. What truths do we know about Jesus from 

verses 37-39?    

 

• Here, Jesus uses the powerful and widely known imagery of thirst.  What 

eternal “longing” or “thirst” does salvation satisfy?  What connection does 

Jesus make between Himself and the Holy Spirit? 



Reflect: 

Compare John 7:28-29 with Luke 10:22 

• In addition to personal salvation, why is it very important that we not be 
confused about who Jesus is?   

 

• God is personal and can be known. Have you considered asking Jesus to 
reveal the Father to you so that you might know Him more deeply? 

 

Luke 10:22 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, 
and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” 

 

Encourage: 

• To come to Jesus and to drink is to believe Him and the message He has  
given.  Jesus says that, “If anyone thirsts, let them come.”  Use this week to 
personally come to Jesus and ask Him to help you fully trust Him and His 
message?   

  

 

Exhort: 

• Is God’s life flowing out of your innermost being and brining satisfaction to 

others?  Has the Holy Spirit taken hold of your life, dwelling within you,  

making you a refreshment and joy to others?   

Evaluate: 

18 



Respond  
Do not think that what you receive from Christ by faith and give to others in love 

is just an emotional experience. It is objective and real and very distinct from 

yourself. It is God the Holy Spirit. It is He that flows in through faith and flows out 

through love (Galatians 5:22). -John Piper 

 

• This week meditate on the lyrics from Selah—More and More of You.   

 

More on “The Holy Spirit”: 

• The Role of the Holy Spirit in our Lives   Article: 

• What SCC teaches about the Holy Spirit:  

 

Thoughts: 

19 
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Prophet:  The Prophet is mentioned in Deut. 18:15–
18. Many first-century Jews thought the 
“Prophet” and the Messiah were different  
people, but Jesus is both. Some prophets did 
come from Galilee, such as Jonah, Nahum, and 
possibly Elijah. The Pharisees may have been 
reflecting current bias against Galileans, or  
perhaps they were misrepresenting the facts to 
make a case against Jesus (v. 52).    

divided and Mixed Up 

The Truth of Jesus Causes Divisions 

“The division that Christ brings is going to become more pronounced.  

The lines will be sharply defined.  Christ will be everything to  

individuals or he will be nothing.” 

  R Kent Hughes 

Nicodemus: A Pharisee, had seen the signs  
performed by Jesus and recognized that God was with Him. It was 
while talking with Nicodemus that Jesus made the statement  
recorded in John 3:16, perhaps the most well-known summary of 
the gospel in all of Scripture. The Bible does not say whether  
Nicodemus responded to the gospel on this occasion. Later,  
Nicodemus defended Jesus when others wanted to arrest him (7:50
–52) and after Jesus’ death on the cross, Nicodemus helped prepare 
Jesus’ body for burial (19:39–40). ESV Global Study 
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Explore vv. 40-44 

There are many people today who think highly of Jesus and His teaching, but they 
do not believe that He is God. They do not submit their lives to Him as their Lord. 
They have correct, but inadequate views of Jesus. 

• Jesus' message of what He could provide in life resulted in a great division.  
Identify the three mixed opinions about who Jesus was (vv. 40-43).  How 
might they have been correct but inadequate?  Where do we see opinions 
about Jesus today that cause division and confusion? 

 

• When someone encounters the gospel of grace, their life is completely  
redirected! Their affections and values, essentially every part of them will  
undergo change, separating them from the world.  On the contrary, are you 
surprised by the negative and hostile reactions people have to Jesus (v. 44)?   

 

Explore vv. 45-53 

As religious leaders, the Pharisees should have been loving, caring shepherds over 

God’s people, teaching them His Word, binding up their wounds, and leading 

them by example in the ways of the Lord (Ezek. 34). But here they show their true 

colors.  

• In what ways did the Pharisees show their true nature and motives?  Why did 

they so  

passionately hate Jesus? 

 

• Nicodemus had a valid point: In contradiction of the law that they so desired 

to uphold, they were judging a man without hearing his case (Deut. 1:16-17). 

What was the purpose of the law (see Gal 3:21-24)? How is this different than 

what the Jews thought?  



Reflect: 

Compare John 7:43 with Luke 12:51-52 

• Why is faith in Jesus a dividing faith?  How does a faith in Jesus cause  
divisions?   

 

• When is division considered good? What types of division should believers 
avoid?   

 

Luke 12:51-52 “Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth?  No, I tell 
you, but rather division.  For from now on in one house there will be five  
divided, three against two and two against three.”   

 

Encourage: 

• Do you have a mixed view of who Jesus is?  Do you struggle having  
confidence that He is who He claims to be?  Take a step outside of your  
comfort zone and talk to someone about your struggle.   
 
 

 

Exhort: 

• Is Christ everything to you?  If so, do others know that?  What steps do you 

need to take so others can know that Christ is everything to you? 

Evaluate: 

24 



Respond  
This week reflect on the following truths from John chapter 7. 

• The clearest gospel presentation in the world will not result in conversions 
unless the Holy Spirit opens blind eyes. 

• A person’s heart apart from God’s grace is hopelessly incapacitated by sin. 

• Expect to be ridiculed when you take a stand for Christ. 

• Jesus does not allow neutrality: to be neutral is to be against Him. 

Thoughts: 

25 

More on “Responding to Persecution”: 

 
Article Article 
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Sin:  Scripture teaches us that sin is knowing what 
the right thing is and not doing it (James 4:17).  
It also teaches us that people have an inherent 
sin nature, that everyone has personal sin that 
separates them from God, and that those who 
have not found salvation in Jesus Christ must 
pay the penalty for their sins.   

 

Condemn: means to pronounce guilty; sentenced to 
a punishment.  Not to condemn, means to be found innocent of the  
accusation, to have no sentence inflicted and no guilty verdict found. 
By the grace of God, believers in Jesus Christ will not face the  
condemnation of God (Romans 8:1).   

Grace for the broken 

The gospel of grace 

“The starting place for receiving God’s mercy is to be 

convicted by God’s holy law that you are the chief of sinners.” 

        

Steven J. Cole.   
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Explore 
 

Explore vv. 1-9 

This text shows us how God deals with sinners who have been caught in the very 
act of sin. God knows every sin of thought, word, and deed that we have ever 
done! The overall point is this: God deals with guilty sinners on the basis of the 
grace and truth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Look up Leviticus 20:10 & Deuteronomy 22:22. What does the law say about 
infidelity?  Do you think the scribes and Pharisees were sincere about the 
need to punish this woman?  Who else should they have presented for  
punishment?   

 

• It’s very likely that the scribes and Pharisees had set a trap thus proving that 
Jesus did not uphold the Law of Moses and was soft on sin.  What was the 
goal of the Pharisees in bringing the adulterous woman to Jesus?   

 

Explore vv. 10-11 

The Pharisees were using this woman and using Scripture to try to trap Jesus. 

They came to condemn her and accuse Jesus; but they ended up being accused 

and condemned themselves. 

• Were the religious leaders any less guilty of sin -even though their sin was 

private and not public?  What does Romans 3:23 tell us about sin?  How did 

Jesus show grace to both the accusers and the woman?  Why do you think 

the older men left first?   

 

• What do you think the woman was feeling when it was just her and Jesus?  

What did Jesus say to her?  How did Jesus’ words encourage the woman? 



Reflect: 

Compare John 8:5-7 with John 1:17 

• What is the propose of God’s law?  How does it aid in bringing someone to 

salvation?   

 

• How does Jesus perfectly fulfill the law (Matthew 5:17-18)?  After coming to 

Christ what role does the law have in the believer’s life?   

 

John 1:17 “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.” 

Encourage: 

• If an unbeliever asks you, “Why can’t God just forgive sins? Why did Jesus 
have to die on the cross?” How would you answer them? 

  

 

Exhort: 

• Do you know how to balance truth and grace in your witness to others?  

What can we learn about witnessing from Jesus’ pattern of giving the Law to 

the self-righteous, but offering grace to sinners? 

Evaluate: 

30 



Respond  
In the coming week reflect on the following by John Piper: 

 
These fatal words, this awful utterance,  

   A beam where I, impaled,  
Would perish painfully in impotence,  

   Though penitent I wailed . . . 
 

These fatal words, this baleful, tyrant phrase,  
   Still sieging, had assailed  

My soul as spoil, in militant arrays,  
   And in my tomb prevailed . . . 

 
These fatal words, a warrant for my death,  

   Had not your love availed,  
You struck and cancelled with your final breath,  

  And in my place travailed. 
 

Since thus were slain these deadly words that day,  
   And through your hands were nailed,   
I will not die, though I must surely say  

   These fatal words, “I failed.”  
 

More on “God’s Grace” 
 
T4G Conference: Ligon Duncan Message 
 

Thoughts: 

31 
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Treasury:  The treasury (v. 20) likely was next to the 
Court of the Women.  The Greek term may  
indicate either a collection box for the treasury 
or the treasury structure itself.  

 

Lifted Up: This is the second of three “lifted up”  
sayings in John (see also 3:14; 12:32). All three 
have a double meaning referring to both Jesus’ 
death and his resurrection and exaltation.  

Having the light of life 

Two ways to die, one way to live 

“Having the light of Christ is the ultimate necessity of life.  No 

concern or need is more urgent than that.  Without it we will walk into 

eternal darkness.”  

R Kent Hughes  
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Explore vv. 12-20 

When you’re spiritually dead, you need God’s resurrection power to impart new 
life to your soul. Exhortations on how to improve your morals are of no use to a 
corpse—he needs life! Jesus promises that if you follow Him, you will not walk in 
the darkness, but will have the Light that gives life. 

• What is the “unpardonable sin” (Matt. 12:31-32)? Is it possible for a person to 
harden their heart so far that they can’t repent? When does one cross that 
line? 

 

 

• What’s the difference between believing in Jesus to get you out of a crisis or 
to solve a problem and believing in Jesus to save you from your sins? Why is 
this an important distinction? 

 

Explore vv. 21-30 

Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you 

would know My Father also.” The only way to know the Father is through the Son 

(Luke 10:22). By refusing to follow Jesus, these religious leaders remained in  

spiritual darkness. But in their minds, they had “biblical reasons”! 

• Do you trust Jesus’ claims about Himself? Do you trust His promise to come 

again in power and glory and to judge the living and the dead? Does your 

trust translate into obedience to His commands? 

 

• Three times in our text (once in v.21 and twice in v. 24) Jesus warns the 

Pharisees that they will die in their sins. What does this mean for them as 

they face God’s judgment for their sins? How does Christ’s final warning  

contain a word of invitation and hope?   



Reflect: 

Compare John 8:12 with John 3:19 

• What is the evidence of spiritual darkness in someone’s life?  What is their 

response to Jesus?   

 

• When we don’t know how holy God is, we don’t see how sinful we are. How 

does the light help us see our true selves?   

 

 

John 3:19 “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and  
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.” 

Encourage: 

• The Bible says that we who know Christ shine as lights in the world (Matt. 

5:14; Phil. 2:15; Eph. 5:8), but only Christ is the true light. We simply reflect 

Him.  How do you reflect Christ?   

 

  

Exhort: 

• Some argue that a God of love won’t send anyone to hell. They use verses 

like Col. 1:20 to argue that eventually everyone will be reconciled to Christ. 

How would you answer them? 

Evaluate: 

36 



Respond  
Commit to re-reading John’s Gospel (chapter 1).  

List the different claims John makes about Jesus. 

 

1. Jesus is the eternal God, sent to earth by the Father. 

2. _______________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________ 

 

More on “I am the Bread of Life" 

What does it mean to ‘Walk in the Light’? 

37 

Thoughts: 
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Abide: To abide in Jesus’ word means to continue 
believing what Jesus has said and to continue 
obeying Him.  Abiding is a daily, personal  
relationship with Jesus characterized by trust, 
prayer, obedience, and joy (see John 15:4).  

 

Slave: Giving in to sin leads to becoming slaves of 
sin. Being a slave to sin means being unable to 
escape from sinful patterns of conduct without 
Jesus’ help (see Romans 6:16). [ESV Global 
Study] 

Finding Freedom 

True freedom comes from Christ 

“The reason many Christians are not experiencing spiritual  
freedom today is that while they may be Biblically literate, 

they are not Biblically obedient.”   

R Kent Hughes  
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Explore vv. 31-36 

The Jews with whom Jesus was speaking in our text thought that they were 
spiritually free through their desendance from Abraham (v. 33).  However, Je-
sus explains that even though they don’t see it, they are actually enslaved to 
sin. He shows them (and us) the way to true spiritual freedom (v. 31).   

• How might we see a superficial faith in these verses (compare v. 31 with v. 
33)?  What do those with a superficial faith fail to acknowledge?    

 

• Those who lack a genuine faith lack the ability to see their sin.  What do 
these verses tell us about the slave -did those with Jesus consider  
themselves slaves?  According to the text what are indicators that  
someone is redeemed or free?   

 

Explore vv. 37-41 

These people professed to believe in the God of Abraham and outwardly they 

were zealous for their religion. But Jesus plainly tells them that they were de-

ceived. He acknowledges that they were Abraham’s descendants physically, 

but He contends that they were not Abraham’s descendants spiritually (v.40). 

• They were clearly told the truth (v. 40) and even believed in Jesus (v. 30), 

but Jesus and His word had no place in their life.  How do we see this visi-

ble in a  

person with superficial faith? 

 

• Many will undermine the authority and inerrancy of scripture, by trying to 

accommodate evolution, or in seeing the Word as culturally outdated and 

not binding.  What are other ways today that a person dilutes the Word of 

God?  



Reflect: 

Compare 2 Corinthians 13:5 with Matthew 7:21-23 

• What are some ways a person can examine their commitment to following 
Christ and His Word? 

 

• Some teach that there is a difference between a believer in Christ and a  
disciple of Christ (a higher commitment). Why is this a false distinction?  
 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the 
faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in  
heaven.  On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

Encourage: 

• How can one recognize if their faith is genuine?  Where does true freedom 

come from according to v. 31?  What can you do this week to abide in 

Christ?   

 

 

Exhort: 

• A professing Christian tells you that God’s commandments restrict our  

freedom and that we’re free from the law. How would you respond to him? 

Evaluate: 

42 



Respond  
Read more on John 8 from Steve Cole (adapted and lightly edited): 

It’s easy to throw stones at the religious and ignore how we as evangelicals may 

be eliminating Christ and His Word from our lives because we don’t want to hear 

the truth about our sin. One way we do it is simply by neglecting the Word. We 

don’t read it and seek to obey it. We’re ignorant of what it says because we 

haven’t taken the time to read and meditate on it. 

Another way that we eliminate or at least dilute Christ and His Word from our 

lives is by mixing it with worldly ideas. The widespread self-esteem teaching 

flooded into the church, not because it was discovered in the Bible, but because 

it came in through worldly well-known influencers. It ignores the biblical  

teaching on humility and it serves to build our pride, which is the root of all sins. 

Another way that we eliminate or dilute Christ’s Word so that we can do what 

we want, rather than what God commands, is by putting other “revelations” 

alongside the Word, which in effect supersede the Word.  

 

More on “Salvation" 

Thoughts: 

43 

Article ‘Freedom in Christ 
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Cannot: The Greek word cannot (v. 43) refers to an 
inability. They lacked the spiritual ability to hear 
Jesus’ word, which primarily means, to obey it.  

Word Centered 

Hearing the Words of Jesus 

Hear: Hearing (v. 43 & 47) means to accept…it is the 
sense of listening, believing and following [ESV 
Global Study]. 

“Christ says their father is ‘a murderer’ and murder flows out of deceit… 

they are deceived about their own hearts, deceived about 

Christ, deceived about God and the way of salvation…But the 

ultimate deception is to imagine you are a child of 
God when you are not.”     

 Kent Hughes  
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Explore vv. 41-47 

The Jews claimed they were devoted followers of God, however, at the same 
time they were trying to kill God’s Son, the much anticipated Messiah. It is here 
that their actions revealed their true nature, that they were children of the 
devil (v. 44).   

• It’s clear that these Jews were counting on their Jewish heritage and  
religion to put them in right standing with God. What works did Abraham 
do that the Jews in this passage did not do? 

 

• In 8:43, Jesus asks, “Why do you not understand what I am saying?” (v. 43)
He answers His own question, “It is because you cannot hear My word.”  
What would it have looked like to have the Word abide in them?  

 

 

Explore vv. 48-51 

These people professed to believe in the God of Abraham, but Jesus plainly 

tells them that they were deceived. He again answers His own question (8:47), 

“He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not 

hear them, because you are not of God.”   

• Why were they unable to understand the gospel or other spiritual truths?  

“Hears” does not mean just hearing the words audibly; the Pharisees did 

that. What does it mean to truly hear the Words of God?  

 

• What are different ways we keep Jesus’ word (v. 51)?  What is the  

difference between “hearing the Word” and “hearing from the Word”?  



Reflect: 

 Compare this text with the rest of John 8:47 with 1 John 2:3 

• How do we know that we’ve come to personally know Jesus?  

 

• Is your life marked by obedience to God?  What does that look like week to 

week? 

 

1 John 2:3 “And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep 

his commandments.”   

 

Encourage: 

• The first test in seeing if you are truly a child of God is a love for Christ (v. 
42); and another test is, how you respond to God’s Word (v.43). Does the 
Word of God speak to you in such a way that it penetrates and has a  
powerful effect on your life?   

  
 

 

Exhort: 

• It’s so easy to be wrong about our spiritual state when we have a godly  

heritage.  Do you have a spiritual heritage and familiarity that has caused 

you to take it for granted?  In what ways?   

Evaluate: 

48 



Respond  

 

More on the “The Devil” 

 

 

Thoughts: 

49 

Article: “Works of the Devil” 

 

• How are you taking time each week to hear and abide in the word?  

• What growth have you seen in your life throughout this study? 
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K 
ey   words 

 

Abraham: Jesus does not mean that he is more than 
2,000 years old. Rather, he uses the  
pres-ent tense I am in speaking of existence 
more than 2,000 years earlier. Claiming an  
existence apart from time that is true only of 
God.  

 
Jesus the great   I am 

Challenging Jesus 

Stones: Stoning was the punishment for blasphemy 
(Lev. 24:16). However, it was supposed to be 
imposed only after careful judgment, not amid 
mob violence.  

 “Jesus wasn’t describing the condition for becoming His disciples, but  

rather the result of genuinely believing in Him. Those 

who truly believe in Him abide in or keep His word.”  

Steven Cole 
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Explore 
 

Explore vv. 52-59 

Here we see that the religious leaders are infuriated that Jesus would claim to 
be greater than Abraham. They ask Him, “Whom do You make Yourself out to 
be?” and Jesus counters by claiming that He is far greater than Abraham, who 
rejoiced to see His day! 

• Even with all the evidence the leaders had they still could not bear to  
imagine that Jesus was the Messiah.  How do you think their hearts be-
came so hard?  

 

 

• Jesus said, “if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death” (v. 52).  
How did the religious leaders fail to keep God’s word?  What are the  
different ways that we can keep God’s word sacred and fresh in our lives?   

 

 

• Just as Abraham rejoiced to see Jesus’ coming day, we can rejoice to see 
the day of His second coming. How can we cultivate that hope? What 
difference should it make in our lives? 



Reflect: 

 Compare John 8:58 with Exodus 3:14 

• What two truths was Jesus claiming in His “I am” statement?    

 

 

• How does this “I am” statement relate to some of Jesus’ other “I am”  

statements? 

 

 

Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ And he said, ‘Say this to the 

people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 
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Thoughts: 



Respond  
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Take time each day this week to reflect on the “I Am” statements of Christ.  

Know Jesus as He wants you to know Him.   



NOTES 
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NOTES 
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NOTES 
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NOTES 
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